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Course:
03.451

Forest Science I

Unit 8:
Controlling Undesirable Species in Pine Stands
Lesson 5:
Methods of Herbicide Application

GPS:
 AG-FS-9-C

Academic Standards: 
 ELA9SV1, ELA9LSV2, SCSh2, SCSh9
Objectives: 

1.
Described aerial herbicide application.

2.
Describe ground herbicide application.

3.
Describe foliar spray application.

4.
Describe cut surface treatment.

5.
Demonstrate cut surface treatment.

6.
Solve herbicide calibration problems.

Teaching Time:

4 hours
References:

International Paper School Forest Lesson Guide. 

EPA Product Safety Data Guide

Forests and Forestry.  Interstate Publishers, Inc. Danville, IL 1997.

www.gfc.state.ga.us/Education/ 

Materials and Equipment:

Handout 8.5., 8.5.2, 8.5.3
Sprayers

Spray bottles

Axes injectors, chemicals

Food coloring or dye

Teaching Procedure
Introduction and Mental Set 
The instructor will begin with a review of previously completed lessons on controlling undesirable species in pine stands.  The instructor will redefine an undesirable species, discuss factors affecting control, discuss methods, and pesticide safety.  The instructor will state that these lessons have led to the discussion of herbicide application.  

Discussion
1.
Methods of herbicide application:
A.
Aerial

(1)
 Applied by helicopters
(2)
 Excellent method for applying herbicides to large acreages

B.
Ground

(1)
 Offers most precision in site coverage

(2)
 May treat small acreage and areas a helicopter cannot fly 
 into (e.g., a tract split by many streams and drains or a very  
 small tract)

(3)
 Allow sensitive areas to be treated

(4)
 Spray equipment can be mounted on crawlers, skidders, 
 farm tractors, four wheelers, etc.

C.
Directed Backpack Foliar Sprays

(1)  Adaptable for small landowners
2.
The instructor will discuss with the class these application methods listed above.  What species? and What size trees? would be suitable questions to invite discussion.  Discussion should lead to the questions of how would these spraying methods work on larger stems. And would it be practical for scattered undesirable species in a plot?  The instructor will lead the students to the conclusion that perhaps another method would be more suitable for these situations.  This method is referred to as CUT SURFACE TREATMENTS, which the teacher will write on the board or overhead as another topic.  Under this heading, the instructor will write and discuss:

A.
Widely used methods for killing unwanted trees during site preparation, release and timber stand improvement.

B.
This method is often used in combination with prescribed burning and other methods of application.

3.
Types of Cut Surface Treatments.
A.
Tree injection-process of placing herbicide injection through the bark completely around the tree trunk at intervals of two to three inches between edges of the injector wounds.  Make injections near ground level when using the injector or two to four feet above the ground when using a hypo hatchet injector or similar device.

B.
Basal Bark Treatment-Process of controlling undesirable woody vegetation with stems of less than 4 inches DBH.  Apply herbicide to the lower 12-14 inches of each hardwood stem.

C.
Frill or Girdle Treatment-Process of making a single hack girdle or frill of overlapping axe cuts through the bark completely around the tree as close to the ground as feasible.  Spray or paint the cuts with herbicide.
D.
Hack and squirt-process of tree injection, using a squirt bottle to apply herbicide into cups formed by each cut in the bark.

E.
Cut Stump treatment-Process of wetting the cut surfaces of freshly cut stumps, making sure to apply herbicides to cambium area located just inside the bark.

4.
Key points to cut surface treatments.

A.
FOLLOW THE LABELED RATES.  However, remember that hard to kill species require more injections.  

B.
Calibration is important.  Measure the amount herbicide delivered though the injector into a graduate cylinder for accuracy.  Adjust the locknut on the piston rod until the desired amount is obtained.  

C.
Cuts should be made in the tree in form of a cup.  This serves to hold the herbicide and allows for absorption by the tree.

D.
Cut surface treatments tend to lose their effectiveness during long, dry spells and also have a tendency to be washed out of the cut if rainfall occurs soon after injection.

E.
Cut surface treatments are best applied to trees greater than 2 inches DBH.

F.
Advantages

(1)
 Adaptable to small landowners

(2)
 Low equipment costs

G.
Disadvantages

(1)
 Intensive labor requirements

5.
Spotgun Applications
A.
Velpar L is the only soil-active herbicide labeled for this method

B.
Determine the soil texture of the area to be treated! (Note the Velpar L label for rates on sandy, clay, or other soil consistencies.)

C.
Equipment

(1)
 Spotgun

(2)
 Backpack sprayer (both types of equipment are regulated 
 to place 104 cc of chemical per spot)

D.
Calibration-for a 3x3 grid pattern:

(1)
 43,560 square feet/acre = 4840 spots/acre

(2)
 3' x 3' = 9 square feet/spot

(3)
 1 quart = 946 ml

(4)
 6 quarts = 5676 ml (assuming rate of 6 quarts/acre)

   5676ml  

=
1.2 ml/spot

4840 spots/acre


-
Mix one part water with one part Velpar L & add Bull=s Eye or Blazon dye (blue or violet)

-
Set spotgun to deliver 2.4 ml/spot

-
Do not apply spot within 3 ft. of tree or directly up slope of pines

E.
Apply 24 ml of undiluted Velpar for each inch of DBH from mid-March to early June 

F.
Spots should be equally spaced three feet apart for a 3' x 3' grid pattern (i.e., spots will be applied 12',   9', 3', 0', 3', 9' 12')

H.
Follow label directions!

Summary
Review the methods of herbicide application with the class. The students and instructor will discuss together and draw conclusions.

Summarize and review the entire unit of Controlling Undesirable Species in Pine Stands cooperatively with the class.  This will be performed in preparation for the Unit Test over the unit of Controlling Undesirable Species in Pine Stands.

Evaluation
Written exam
8.5.1

Background Information, Notes to Teachers, and

Suggested Activities

The final lesson in this unit, Methods of Herbicide Application, serves to culminate the unit and permits the final, hands-on, opportunity to apply the skills gained in this unit in a practical setting. It is important for the instructor to insure that this laboratory is conducted, for it allows the students to see the relevance and effects of chemical treatment.

It should be noted, however, that the physiological damage caused by hardwood control chemicals is often slow in showing its effects.  The mode of action in these products is often to kill from the roots up.  This results in a time period of weeks or months until the larger hardwood stems die.  Since by this time the students have moved onto other lessons, or possibly even out of this class, the instructor should still conduct a lab where the hardwood stems are treated.  He or she should also include a herbaceous weed control lab on seedling pines so that students can see the faster effects of chemical treatment.

The use of herbaceous weed control also naturally leads to comparisons of the use of herbicides and fertilizer as opposed to a control plot or row of seedlings.

	Labeled Uses For Forestry Herbicides

	Herbicide
	Site Preparation
	Conifer
Release
	Injection
	Backpack or
Foliar Spray
	Hack & Squirt

	Accord (Glycophosate)
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Arsenal AC (Imazapyr)
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Chopper RTU
(Imazapyr)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Escort (Metsulfuron
Methyl)
	X
	X
	 
	 
	 

	Garlon 3A (Triclopyr)
	X
	X
	X
	 
	X

	Garlon 4 (Triclopyr)
	X
	X
	 
	 
	 

	Oust (Sulfometuron
Methyl)
	 
	 
	X
	 
	 

	Pathway (Picloram)
	 
	 
	 
	X
	 

	Pronone (Hexazinone)
	X
	 
	X
	 
	 

	Stomp WDG
(Pendumethalin)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Tordon (Picloram)
	X
	 
	X
	 
	 

	Tordon 101M
(Picloram)
	X
	 
	 
	 
	X

	Trasline (Clopyralid)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Velpar L (Hexazinone)
	X
	X
	X
	 
	 

	Velpar ULW
(Hexazinone)
	X
	X
	 
	 
	 


Handout 8.5.2

	Labeled Uses For Forestry Herbicides (Cont.)

	Herbicide
	Herbaceous
Weed Control
	Cut Stump
Treatment
	Basal Bark
Treatment
	Spotgun
	Thinline or 
Streamline

	Accord (Glycophosate)
	X
	X
	 
	 
	 

	Arsenal AC (Imazapyr)
	X
	X
	 
	 
	 

	Chopper RTU
(Imazapyr)
	 
	X
	X
	 
	 

	Escort (Metsulfuron
Methyl)
	X
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Garlon 3A (Triclopyr)
	 
	X
	 
	 
	 

	Garlon 4 (Triclopyr)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Oust (Sulfometuron
Methyl)
	X
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Pathway (Picloram)
	 
	X
	 
	 
	 

	Pronone (Hexazinone)
	X
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Stomp WDG
(Pendumethalin)
	X
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Tordon (Picloram)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Tordon 101M
(Picloram)
	 
	X
	 
	 
	 

	Trasline (Clopyralid)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	X

	Velpar L (Hexazinone)
	X
	 
	 
	X
	 

	Velpar ULW
(Hexazinone)
	X
	 
	 
	 
	 


Handout 8.5.3
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