Course:
02.422  Equine Science

Unit 6:
Selecting and Judging Horses
Lesson 2:  Judging Horses
QCC:

Objectives: 

Students will be able to:
1.
Discuss why conformation is more important than breed when selecting a horse 

2.
List five steps in judging a horse 

3.
Identify typical markings for the face and legs of horses 

4.
Select horses based on their desirability.

Teaching Time:

References:
Parker, Rick.  Equine Science. Delmar Publishers.  Albany NY. 

Georgia Agricultural Education Website; PP Horse Judging
Horse Industry Handbook:  A Guide to Equine Care and Management. American Youth Horse Council. Lexington, KY 
Materials and Equipment:

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Distribute handouts of correct and incorrect positions of front and rear legs.

Discussion

1.
Conformation



A.
Conformation vs. Breed




1.
The conformation of the horse determines its ability to stay sound.




2.
Straightness of legs plays a vital role in conformation.  If the horse's legs are straight through the knees and hocks, he has a better chance of holding himself together than a horse that is crooked through the knees and hocks.




3.
Conformation differs across breeds.  Quarter Horses and Thoroughbreds are more muscled through the forearm than Saddlebreds.




4.



2.
Criteria to Judge



A.
Balance




1.
A well-balanced horse should posses the following qualities: a long neck, a long-sloping shoulder, a short, strong back, a long underline, a deep heart girth, and a long sloping hip.




2.
The neck should tie in high at the shoulder.  A shoulder that ties in higher offers the horse more flexibility and agility for performance.




3.
Horses with short, steep shoulders have shorter and choppier strides thus causing their gaits to be rough.



B.
Muscling




1.
Long, smooth, and deep-tying muscles are desirable in horses.  They will have definition unlike large deposits of fat.




2.
Areas to evaluate: chest (pectoral region), forearm, shoulder, gaskin, stifle, loin, and croup.



C.
Structure




1.
View from the Front

· Perpendicular line drawn downward from the point of the shoulder should fall upon the center of the knee, cannon, pastern, and foot.




2.
View from the Side


· Perpendicular line drawn from the point of the buttock should just touch the upper rear point of the hock and fall barely behind the rear line of the cannon and fetlock.

· Perpendicular line drawn downward from the center on the elbow point should fall upon the center of the knee and pastern, and back of the foot.

· A perpendicular line drawn downward from the middle of the arm should fall upon the center of the foot.




3.
View from the Back

· Perpendicular line drawn downward from the point of the buttocks should fall on line with the center of the hock, cannon, pastern, and foot.



D.
Quality




1.
Refers to the type and style of the horse.  Criteria used in evaluating quality: breed and sex characteristics, refinement, and the horse's general appearance.




2.
 



3.
Body Dimensions and Performance




1.
Major contributions to a good-bodied horse: long, sloping shoulders; short, strong back; long underline; and long, rather level croup.




2.
Long sloping shoulders extend the stride in running, absorb shock, and reduce stumbling.  




3.
Short backs contribute to style and action while increasing height and length of stride. 




4.
Long and rather level croups accommodate more muscling, increase style and balance, and are less often associated with crooked legs.



A.
Leg Set




1.
Proper leg set is essential to durability and good action.




2.
Knees and hocks should not deviate inwards or outwards.




3.
Bone size should be adequate and proportionate to the rest of the body.  Bone should show definition at the joints and appear flat viewed from the side.

4.
Colors and Markings



A.
Body Color- body color is used for identification.  A good 




judge uses the proper color description when judging horses.




1.
Bay-body color tan to reddish-brown; mane, tail, and legs usually black.




2.
Black-body color true black without light areas.




3.
Blue Roan-uniform mixture of white and black hairs.




4.
Brown-body color brown or black with light areas around muzzle, eyes, flank, and inside legs.




5.
Buckskin-yellowish or gold; mane and tail black.  Do not have dorsal stripes.




6.
Chestnut-dark red or brownish-red; mane and tail dark red or brownish red, but can be flaxen.




7.
Dun-yellowish or gold; mane and tail may be black, brown, yellow, white, or mixed; usually have dorsal stripe, zebra stripes on legs, and transverse stripes over withers.




8.
Gray-mixture of white with colored hairs

Summary
The horse industry contributes millions of dollars to the national, state, and local economy.  It is important that the horse industry be seen as a vital partner to the total agribusiness community.




1.
Break the students into groups and assign them an oral presentation.  Have one group call area feed stores and compare feed prices of a certain feed like Omelene 200 by Purina.  Assign another group to look at different trailer manufacturer's prices such as the prices of Featherlites compared to Four Stars (this would be better to do online).  The other group can look at different vet supply companies  (if hard copies are not available, students can look at catalogs online such as Jeffers Vet Supply, KV Vet Supply, and Valley Vet) and compare the prices of horse wormers.  Another group can look at the differences between an English saddle and a western saddle and do cost comparisons.        
Evaluation


1.
Students' participation in assigned activities.
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