Course:
02.422

Equine Science

Unit 12:
Care of the Hoof 

Lesson 2:
Care of a Hoof 

QCC:

Objectives: 

1.
List the steps in picking up a horse's foot 

2.
Explain the importance of daily foot inspection

3.
List the tools used in caring for horse's feet

4.
List common problems of the feet

5. 
Discuss the importance of hoof trimming

Teaching Time: 2 hours
References: 
Materials and Equipment:

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Ask students to discuss what they think happens when horses feet aren't taken care of. Have them make generalizations about the condition of the horse.

Foot care is one of the most neglected of all horse management practices.  Often times, lameness can be prevented by practicing proper foot care and management.

Should be inspected and cleaned daily

· Hoof pick-can be used to clean the sole grog and hoof wall

Early detection important

· Hoof wall grows an average of ¼ inch per month.  

· Most horses' hooves are trimmed and/or shod every six to eight weeks

 Basic Foot Care

· Routine Cleaning

· Periodic Trimming

· Corrections of minor imperfections

· Treatment of foot diseases and injuries
Foot Cleaning

· Cleaned from heel toward toe

· Should be checked for gravel, nails, etc

Trimming

· Four to six week intervals

· Retain proper shape

· Hoof walled trimmed with nippers
· Smoothed and leveled with rasp
· Conformation to be considered

· Angle of the hoof wall should be approximately 45-55 degrees (the same angle formed by the shoulder and pastern)
· Can correct problems with careful trimming

· Pigeon-toed

· Cocked ankles

· Buck knees

· Calf knees

· Sickle hocks

· Slight rotations of cannon bones

Moisture 

· Is important

· Maintains flexibility 

· Prevents cracking

· Hoof dressing

Diseases-cleanliness is important
· Thrush-results from bacterial penetration into the frog and surrounding area; produces foul odor 
· frog to become mushy

·  wet conditions increase chance
· Founder-Fat horses tend to have problems
· Rotation of coffin bone
· Extreme pain in front feet
· Therapeutic trimming can make horse sound enough for light work
Summary
Evaluation

Written Test

Class participation
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