Course:
01.466

Floral Design and Management

Unit 7:
 
Boutonniere and Corsages
Lesson 1:

Methods of Wiring Flowers

QCC:
450, 455, 458, 459, 462 
Objectives: 

1.
Select the correct wiring procedures for different flowers and foliage.

2.  Wire a given flower using the correct wiring methods.

Teaching Time:

30 minutes
References:

Griner, Charles. Floriculture Designing and Merchandising. Delmar Publishers, Inc. 
Albany, NY, Current Edition
Materials and Equipment:

Floral knife

Floral shears

Florist wire: gauges 20,24,26,28

Florist tape

Carnation blossom

Daisy mum blossom

Leather leaf and salal leaf

Handout 7.1.1

Powerpoint: 

Wiring Flowers


Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Present to the class examples of corsages and boutonnieres.  As you allow the class to examine the examples, point out the construction materials used to assemble each.  Have the students write a list of material they observe.

Discussion
1.
Ask students to verbally express the possible uses of these body flowers.  Question them why certain materials are used to construct the corsage or boutonniere.  Ask students to estimate cost of a corsage (either by guess or experience).
2.
Introduce the materials used in corsage making.

A.
Wire-explain gauges and how different gauges are used to achieve desired results.  Too thick of gauge can damage a flower.  Too thin a gauge offers little support.

B.
Floral Tape-explain how floral tape works.  It is not sticky but must be stretched then wrapped on itself.  Floral tape comes in many colors to meet your needs.

C.
Pins, Netting, Ribbon
3.
The teacher should demonstrate to the students wiring techniques.

A.
Straight Wire-use a rose

B.
Hook Method-use a daisy mum

C.
Piercing Method-use a carnation

D.
Wrap and stitch Method-use on foliages (leather leaf, salal).  It is wise to stand in front of a white background.  This allows for better viewing for students.

4.
Pass out handouts
A.
Recommended gauges for select flowers

B.
The gauge sizes and number per

5.
Activity: Have available to the student the following:

A.
Daisy mum

B.
Carnation

C.
Salal leaf, leather leaf, proper wire gauge (22, 26)

Have each student demonstrate proficiency in completing each wiring technique.  These flowers and foliage can be saved for the next class lesson which is taping.  Place the flowers in plastic bags then store in a cooler.

Summary
Review important points of:

Wiring techniques

Materials used in making a corsage and boutonniere

How floral tape works

Wire gauges

Evaluation
Observe the finished product of wired flowers and foliage.

Short quiz to test knowledge of wire gauges and uses
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Recommended Wire Sizes
Flower







  Wire Size

Rose
20-22

Carnation
20-22

Standard Chrysanthemums
18-24

Pompon Chrysanthemums
20-24

Gladiolus
18-24

Snapdragons
20-22

Calla Lily
18-24

Stephanotis
26-26

Tulips
20-22

Orchids
24-28

Stock
18-24

Gerbera Daisy
20-22

Freesia
22-24
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