Course:
01.466

Floral Design and Management

Unit 14:
Sympathy Flowers
Lesson 1:

Types of Sympathy Flowers

QCC:
450, 455, 458, 459, 466 

Objective: 

Identify the types of sympathy flowers.

Teaching Time:

2 hours
References:

Griner, Charles. Floriculture Designing and Merchandising. Delmar Publishers, Inc. 
Albany, NY.  Current Edition
Hunter, Norah T.  The Art of Floral Design.  Delmar Publishers, Inc.  Albany, NY.

ISBN:  0-8273-5089-9.  Current Edition.
Materials and Equipment:

Transparencies 14.1.1-14.1.3

Handout 14.1.4

Powerpoint: Under Horticulture on Disc 4


Sympathy Flowers

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Sympathy flowers are the bread and butter income of the small flower shop.  This type of design is needed throughout the year, providing a steady source of income for the shop.

Discussion

1.
Why send sympathy flowers?

A.
Tribute to the deceased

B.
Expression of love and sympathy for the living family members and friends.
2.
Introduce basic sympathy designs.

A.
Display and discuss transparency 14.1.1B 14.1.3

B.
Distribute handout 14.1.4

C.
Casket blanket or cover- floral piece that sits on the lid of a casket couch.

· Purchased by those closest to the deceased, usually family.

· Sizes available:

Full couch - hard to handle

Three-quarters couch - commonly used for closed caskets

Half Couch - Commonly used for open caskets
D.
Spray - most popular piece ordered

· Single Spray - bow at one end with flowers extending to the other end

· Double spray - called a standing spray as they are displayed on an easel

· Placed alongside the casket, may coordinate with casket spray

· Oval, diamond, or triangular in shape

E.
Wreath - a circular design

· Use a wreath form that may be constructed of Styrofoam, stray, or floral foam

· Sizes range from 12 to 30 inches

· Variety of designs may be made


F.
Baskets - traditional sympathy tribute

· Containers may be made out of plastic, metal, paper mache, or wicker

· Commonly used flowers are gladioli, carnations, mums, and pompons

· Triangular or fan shaped

· Add bows as filler, not a dominate feature

G.
Other floral designs

· Organizational tribute

· Styrofoam forms representing the common fraternal organizations, such as Masonic Lodge, are used to construct the design

· Hearts and crosses

· Christian cross is a traditional funeral piece

· Living plants

· Seasonal plants.  The family can use these to decorate their homes

Summary

Review types of sympathy designs and why it is important to include them as a retail florist product.
Evaluation
Written Quiz

14.1.1

Floral Pieces at a Funeral Service
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14.1.2

Types of Casket Sprays
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14.1.3

Variety of Heart Set Pieces
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14.1.4

Sympathy Designs
	Type of Design
	Notes on Design

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Quiz








Name                                     

Date                                       
1.
List the two main reasons for sending sympathy flowers.

A.

B.

2.
List five of the basic sympathy designs.

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

3.
Why is it important to include sympathy designs in the retail florist industry?

Quiz Answers
1.
A.  Tribute to deceased

B.  Expression of love and sympathy for the living family and friends

2.
A.  Casket blanket or cover

B.  Spray

C.  Wreath

D.  Baskets

E.  Other (Hearts and Crosses, Organizational Tribute, Living Plants, etc.)

3.
Sympathy flowers are the Abread and butter@ income of the small flower shop.  This type of design is needed throughout the year, providing a steady source of income for the shop.
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