Course:
01.431

Agriculture Crop Production and Management

Unit 9:

Careers in Crop Production
Lesson 1:

Production

QCC:
343, 344, 345, 346
Objectives: 

1.
Identify careers in the production of agricultural crops.

2.
Describe the requirements needed to be successful in a production occupation.

3.
Describe the skills needed to be successful in a career.

Teaching Time:

1 hour
References:

Krebs, Alfred H. Agriscience in our lives.  Interstate Publishers, Inc. Danville, IL. 1994

Agricultural Career Center Web Site. National FFA Organization. Indianapolis, IN. http://www.FFA.org

Materials and Equipment:

CEV video tape-Agricultural Producers (careers)

Computers with internet access

Overhead projector

Transparency 9.1.1

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Show class CEV video Agricultural Producers.

Discussion

1.
What are some careers in the production of agricultural crops? 
A.
Crop farmer

· Cash grain

· Cotton

· Fruit

· Tobacco

· Vegetable

· Peanut

B.
Farm and ranch worker, supervisor, ranch hand

C.
Farm hand

D.
Farm manager

E.
Florist - grower, supervisor, worker

F.
Greenhouse operator, worker

G.
Livestock farmer or rancher

· Beef cattle

· Dairy cattle

· Poultry

· Sheep

· Swine

· Many exotic species 

H.
The nursery operator
2.
There are many technical skills involved in production agriculture as well as some personal qualities.  What are some of these qualities? Display and discuss transparency 9.1.1.
A.
Ability to plan for the future

B.
Ability to work with others

C.
Promptness

D.
Ability to make decisions

3.
What education level is necessary for a job in production agriculture?

A.
Most jobs, a high school education is a minimum requirement.

B.
Some specialized training and experience in high school through agricultural classes and the FFA.

C.
Further specialization through Young Farmers Organization and or technical schools

4.
What are some occupations a person would do in production agriculture?

A.
Farm laborer

B.
Ranch hand

C.
Dairy herd worker

D.
Greenhouse operator

E.
Nursery worker

F.
Farm manager

5.
What are some ways a young person may get started in production agriculture?

A.
Part-time basis

B.
Partnership with parents who possibly farm.


Summary
Production careers involve more and more technical training in business management, computer operation, and marketing than ever before.  Today's producer cannot simply produce and expect to make a profit at farming.  He must be able to make million dollar decisions based on facts.
Evaluation

Written Test
9.1.1

GENERAL SKILLS NEEDED FOR AN OCCUPATION IN AGRICULTURE

1.
Ability to plan for the future.

2.
Ability to work with others.

3.
Willingness to work for what the company can pay.

4.
Positive attitude toward any previous employers.

5.
Positive attitude toward school.

6.
Ability to deal with a difficult situation involving the job or other people.

7.
Promptness.

8.
Ability to make decision.

9.
Ability to accept responsibility for own behavior.

10.
Poise and vitality.

11.
Clear self-expression.

12.
Enthusiasm and ambition.

13.
Sense of humor.

14.
Tolerance of others; courtesy.

15.  Good moral character.

16.  Willingness to do things for the general good.

17.
Appreciation for the time and help of others.

18.
Knowledge of and skill relating to the job desired.

19.
Broad range of interests.

20.  Maturity

21.  Ability to manage finances.

22.  Appreciation for the value of experience and               education.
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