Course:
01.411 Agricultural Business and Management

Unit 11:
Agriculture Law 
Lesson 1:
Legal Counsel

QCC:
65, 67, 71, 73
Objectives: 

1.
Recognize the importance of having legal counsel.

2.
Identify the sources of law.

Teaching Time: 

1 hour
References:

Farm and Ranch Business Management. Deere and Company. ISBN# 

0-86691-167-7.
Agricultural Laws and Regulations. Texas A&M University College Station, TX.

Instructional Materials Service, N1988. Business Laws 8711-B.   

Farm and Ranch Business Management, Deere and Company. ISBN# 0-86691-135-9.

Farm and Ranch Business Management Study Guide, Deere and Company.

Georgia Ag Ed Curriculum CD, PP_Law 

Materials and Equipment:

Overhead projector



Newspapers

Telephone book 




Handouts 11.1.1 - 11.1.5


Worksheet copies


Activity 18-2

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set
Introduce Agricultural Law by reading or relating a case regarding some phase of law regarding agriculture.  An example may be when a broker sells an agriculture commodity without the farmer=s consent, then declares bankruptcy.

Ask students if their parents or they have ever had to seek legal counsel.  Examples may include divorce, accident, mortgage, or liability. Place student examples on the board.
Discussion  

1.
Have students read pages 11-1 to 11-3 in the Farm and Ranch Business Management book and assign sections 1 and 2 in the study guide.

2.
Why is it important to have legal counsel?
A.
An attorney (lawyer) is a trained and licensed professional who has the ability to advise you on legal matters, interpret the law, write legal documents and transactions, and represent you in a court of law.

B.
In order for someone to become an attorney, he or she must graduate from a law school and pass the state bar exam. The state bar exam measures how well a person can use and interpret his or her legal knowledge.

C.
Agriculturalists are not expected to know every law in detail.  A competent attorney can be an asset when dealing with details and facts.  However, remember that ignorance of the law is no excuse.

D.
Most individuals never think about the law until they are in need of a lawyer.  In agriculture, many problems can be avoided by establishing a relationship with an attorney.  Remember, you must be able to trust your attorney to represent you in a competent manner.

E.
In many instances, general advice and counsel from an attorney may prevent expensive fees and disagreements in the future.  This advance preparation is referred to as Preventive Law.

F.
Young farmers starting out will have many questions.  With preventive law, you will understand your legal obligations with contracts, leasing agreements, insurance regulations, taxes, employee-employer relations, property rights, and liabilities.
3.
Have students complete Activity 1 "Finding and Interviewing a Lawyer.

4. 
Society Laws
A.
Discuss with students the importance of laws in a country.  Even though some laws seem meaningless, they are important to maintain order, and protect the rights and privileges of individuals of a city, state, and nation.  For example, having a knife on school property seems harmless, until that knife is used to harm you or a friend.

B.
Remind students that agriculture professionals deal with laws every day.  Some of these laws are mandated by city ordinances, state mandates, or federal regulations.  It is their responsibility to not be ignorant to any laws.  However, they have an ally to help them through legal counsel (attorney).
5.
Sources of Law

A.
Where do laws come from?  Refer to the TP 1 adapted from Fig. 4 in the Farm and Ranch Business Management textbook.

B.
Definitions from the Farm and Ranch Business Management textbook.

C.
Custom - Rules that develop through custom and usage that often become statutory law. A statutory law is a law enacted by a city, state, or federal lawmaking body.

D.
Lawmaking Bodies - Legislative bodies develop statutory and constitutional laws.


E.
Judges - Opinions from judges are a matter of record.  They are used in future court cases to establish precedence.

F. 
Administrative Rules - These are passed by government regulatory agencies. Examples of government regulatory agencies are the IRS, EPA, and OSHA.

Summary                                                                                                            

Laws tell people what is right and wrong behavior.  You may not always believe in an individual, their actions, or their decisions.  However, you have to believe in our system of law.  Even with all of its perceived problems, our legal system is the finest in the world.  Without it, our country would be very disoriented.

Laws in the United States are established through many sources.  However, the basis of all our laws is the U.S. Constitution.  Since 1788, it has served as a blueprint for organizing and running our nation.
Evaluation

  

Written exam
11.1.1

 Finding and Interviewing a Lawyer

DIRECTIONS: Imagine that you want to hire a lawyer.  Your text outlines basic guidelines to follow, but how do they apply to your specific location?  Use library resources and your text to complete these questions.

1. Are there any lawyer referrals services in your area?  How can you find out?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Are there any legal clinics in your area?  How can you find out?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Where is the nearest legal aid society?  Does it offer a wide range of services, or does it specialize?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Create a checklist that could help you to prepare for interviewing a lawyer about a specific case.  List the information you need to prepare.  Then list some of the questions that you will ask each lawyer you interview.

11.1.2







Name____________________

[image: image1.wmf]
Interview Checklist
Information you need to provide about your case:

· ___________________________________________________

· ___________________________________________________

· ___________________________________________________

· ___________________________________________________

Information about your lawyer:

Experience

· ___________________________________________________

· ___________________________________________________

Type of Practice

· ___________________________________________________

· ___________________________________________________

Fees

· ___________________________________________________

· ___________________________________________________

[image: image2.wmf]
11.1.3

Finding and Interviewing a Lawyer
ANSWER SHEET

DIRECTIONS: Imagine that you want to hire a lawyer.  Your text outlines basic guidelines to follow, but how do they apply to your specific location?  Use library resources and your text to complete these questions.

1.       Are there any lawyer referral services in your area?  How can you find out?

Students may use a telephone directory, advertisements, or word of mouth.
__________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.       Are there any legal clinics in your area?  How can you find out?

4. Where is the nearest legal aid society?  Does it offer a wide range of services, or does it specialize?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Create a checklist that could help you to prepare for interviewing a lawyer about a specific case.  List the information you need to prepare.  Then list some of the questions that you will ask each lawyer you interview.

You and the Law, South-Western Publishing Co., 1993, pages 138-139.  ISBN#

0-538-61472-2.

11.1.4







Name____________________

Answer Sheet
[image: image3.wmf]
Interview Checklist
Information you need to provide about your case:

· Names of the party involved.

· The sequence of events as they occurred.

· Any evidence you have about.

· The amount of money involved, if applicable.

Information about your lawyer:

Experience

· Have you ever handled a case similar to mine?    

· What was the resolution of the case?

Type of Practice

· What type of practice do you have?

· How many employees do you have?

Fees

· On what basis is your fee established? 

· How much would you expect your expenses on this case to cost?

11.1.5




CUSTOM 



JUDGES

(PEOPLE)



(COURTS)


LAWMAKING


ADMINISTRATIVE


BODIES




RULES

(LEGISLATURE)


(GOVERNMENT)

From: Agricultural Laws and Regulations, Texas A&M University Instructional Materials Service, N1988.  Business Laws 8711-B, p.1.
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