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Lesson Plan: The Importance of Agricultural Advocacy
Target Audience:
• Middle School (Grades 6–8)
• High School (Grades 9–12)
Duration:
1–2 class periods (45–60 minutes each)
Standards Alignment:
• AFNR Career Cluster: CS.02, CS.03, CRP.01, CRP.04
• Georgia Ag Ed Standards: Basic Ag, Agribusiness, Leadership, SAE
• National FFA: Premier Leadership and Citizenship
Essential Questions
· Why is it important for farmers to have a voice in agricultural policy?
· Why is it important for consumers to have a voice in agricultural policy?
· How can one person’s voice influence agriculture?
Lesson Objectives:
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
- Define agricultural advocacy and explain its importance.
- Identify key challenges facing producers.
- Describe how grassroots advocacy affects agricultural policy.
- Recognize ways they can advocate for agriculture at their age and level.
- Reflect on how being involved in ag policy benefits the agricultural industry.
Essential Questions
· Why is it important to speak up for agriculture?
· How can students help support agriculture in their communities?
· Why do farmers need people to advocate for them?
· How does agriculture affect our everyday lives?
· What can one person do to make a difference in agriculture?
Middle School Lesson Components
Bell Ringer:
“What does it mean to be an advocate? Write down an example of something you’ve stood up for or supported.”  -Or- 

Rank these groups from most influential to least influential in shaping agricultural policy:
· Farmers 
· Consumers 
· Legislators 
· Agricultural organizations 
· Businesses 
Be prepared to defend your rankings with a partner.
Mini-Lesson / Discussion (15–20 min):
Article from Fruit Grower News (see worksheet for article): 
https://fruitgrowersnews.com/article/ag-advocacy/

Use key points from the article to introduce:
- What agricultural advocacy is
- What it means to have “a seat at the table”
- Examples: Farm Bureau, hurricane disaster response, policy topics
Activity 1: Ag Advocacy Poster or Video
Task: Students create a poster or short video PSA encouraging others to support agriculture.
Prompt Examples:
- “Support Local Farmers”
- “Why Farmers Need a Voice”
- “How You Can Help Protect Our Food Supply”
Activity 2: Advocacy Roleplay
In pairs/small groups:
Students act out a town hall meeting where:
- One person is a farmer
- One is a community member
- One is a lawmaker
- One is from an ag organization
Wrap-Up / Exit Ticket:
“Name one way *you* could advocate for agriculture in your school, family, or community.”


High School Lesson Components

Essential Questions
· Why is it important for farmers to have a voice in agricultural policy?
· Why is it important for consumers to have a voice in agricultural policy?
· How can one person’s voice influence agriculture?
· How does agricultural advocacy influence the future of farming and food production?
· What responsibility do agricultural leaders have in shaping public opinion and policy?
· How can informed citizens influence decisions that affect agriculture?
· Why is grassroots advocacy essential to the success of agriculture?
· How can today's students become tomorrow's advocates for agriculture?
Bell Ringer:
List three groups or individuals who influence decisions about agriculture (for example: farmers, consumers, legislators, agricultural organizations, scientists). Then explain which group you believe has the greatest influence and why.

Mini-Lesson / Reading Discussion (20–25 min):
Watch video from Global Farmer Network: Farmer Interview Series: Jake Leguess, Advocacy in Agricultural Industry https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=WhSpCWNqJhk (15 minutes)

-Or - 

Georgia Farm Bureau Unites County Leaders to Strengthen Agricultural Advocacy:  https://www.youtube.com/embed/34cPwshji-I  (3 minutes)
Distribute the article or a summary. Break students into groups to discuss:
- What are current issues facing fruit/vegetable growers?
- Why is grassroots advocacy important?
- How do groups like Farm Bureau make a difference?

Article from Fruit Grower News (see worksheet for article): 
https://fruitgrowersnews.com/article/ag-advocacy/

Activity 1: Policy Pitch Challenge
Task: In small groups, students develop a policy pitch or letter to a legislator about one of the issues raised in the article.
Deliverables:
- Identify the issue (advocate for local agricultural education program or local or state agricultural issues)
- Propose a solution
- Draft a respectful, persuasive message (see sample advocacy letter).
Activity 2: Ag Advocacy Plan
Introduce the GFB Advocacy in Action competition. Guide students to create advocacy videos following GFB guidelines.  Highest scoring videos could be submitted to the GFB high school division competition or shared on school social media pages.  
GFB Advocacy in Action: https://www.gfb.org/advocate/competition
See suggested classroom video rubric below. 
Task: Students create a personal “Ag Advocacy Plan” with:
- A topic they care about
- A platform (social media, letter writing, school presentation)
- A timeline and goal
Extension/SAE Tie-In:
Add an advocacy component to your SAE: blog, articles, or presentations.
Wrap-Up Discussion:
- What surprised you about how ag advocacy works?
- Why is it important to stay involved?
- How could you be a better advocate for agriculture in the future?
Materials & Resources
• Article handout or summary
• Project supplies
• Optional: Georgia Farm Bureau resources
• Letter-writing template
• Rubrics
Assessment Options
• Participation in discussions
• Poster/PSA, policy pitch, or advocacy plan
• Exit ticket or reflection


Video Questions
Watch video from Global Farmer Network: Farmer Interview Series: Jake Leguess, Advocacy in Agricultural Industry https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=WhSpCWNqJhk (15 minutes). 

Comprehension Questions for Global Farmer Voices Podcast
1. What is the primary mission of the Global Farmer Network? 
a. To reduce agricultural production 
b. To amplify the farmer's voice 
c. To increase commodity prices 
d. To limit farming technologies

2. Who is the featured farmer in this episode? 
a. Delany Howell 
b. Jake Legui 
c. A farmer from the U.S. 
d. A farmer from Europe

3. What type of crops does Jake Legui raise? 
a. Only vegetables 
b. Canola, wheat, lentils, and flax 
c. Only fruits 
d. Livestock 

4. What is one platform Jake uses to share his farming experiences? 
a. Instagram 
b. Twitter 
c. A personal blog 
d. Television 

5. How does Jake describe the agriculture industry? 
a. Static and unchanging 
b. Fast-changing and vibrant 
c. Consistent year after year 
d. Only focused on profits

6. What degree did Jake pursue before returning to farming? 
a. Business 
b. Agronomy 
c. Environmental Science 
d. Economics 
7. Why is it important for farmers to communicate with consumers, according to Jake? 
a. To sell more products 
b. To educate and foster conversation 
c. To increase prices 
d. To limit consumer knowledge

8. What does Jake believe about the role of farmers in agriculture? 
a. They should follow government regulations without question 
b. They know their land best and should make decisions accordingly 
c. They should focus solely on production 
d. They should not engage with consumers

9. How long has the Global Farmer Network been in existence, as mentioned in the podcast? 
a. 10 years 
b. 15 years 
c. 25 years 
d. 30 years

10. What is one of the key challenges mentioned regarding agriculture? 
a. Lack of consumer interest 
b. Difficulty in keeping up with changing dynamics 
c. Too many farmers 
d. Increase in non-farming jobs 


Video Questions
Watch video from Global Farmer Network: Farmer Interview Series: Jake Leguess, Advocacy in Agricultural Industry https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=WhSpCWNqJhk (15 minutes). 

Comprehension Questions for Global Farmer Voices Podcast

Answer Key:
1. b. To amplify the farmer's voice (0:04) 
2. b. Jake Legui (1:11) 
3. b. Canola, wheat, lentils, and flax (1:21) 
4. c. A personal blog (2:46) 
5. b. Fast-changing and vibrant (3:10) 
6. b. Agronomy (2:03) 
7. b. To educate and foster conversation (2:44) 
8. b. They know their land best and should make decisions accordingly (10:50) 
9. c. 25 years (0:43) 
10. b. Difficulty in keeping up with changing dynamics (3:16) 


[bookmark: _Hlk204954856]Video Questions
Georgia Farm Bureau Unites County Leaders to Strengthen Agricultural Advocacy:  https://www.youtube.com/embed/34cPwshji-I  (3 minutes)

Video Comprehension Questions
1. What was the main purpose of the event hosted by the Georgia Farm Bureau? 
a. To celebrate local farmers 
b. To facilitate communication among County presidents 
c. To elect new leaders 
d. To promote agricultural products 

2. Where does the Georgia Farm Bureau believe advocacy starts? 
a. At the state level 
b. At the county level 
c. At the national level 
d. At the federal level 

3. Why is it important for County presidents to communicate with each other? 
a. To share their vacation plans 
b. To discuss similar problems and solutions 
c. To organize social events 
d. To compete with each other 

4. What kind of sessions were County presidents educated in during the event? 
a. Cooking sessions 
b. Breakout sessions on the political landscape 
c. Fitness sessions 
d. Art and craft sessions 

5. How can legislators benefit from having a large member base behind them? 
a. They can ignore public opinion 
b. They can connect more personally with the organization 
c. They can avoid public events 
d. They can focus only on paperwork 

6. What is vital for the future of the agricultural industry, according to the speaker? 
a. Increased funding 
b. Engaged members who advocate 
c. More technology 
d. Fewer regulations 

1. 

7. What does consistency in messaging build for the organization? 
a. Confusion 
b. Credibility 
c. Competition 
d. Indifference 

8. What is the hope for the Grassroots leaders mentioned in the video? 
a. To become politicians 
b. To empower others and communicate effectively 
c. To retire early 
d. To move to urban areas 

9. Who does the Georgia Farm Bureau claim to serve? 
a. Only farmers 
b. Only ranchers 
c. Farmers, ranchers, and rural communities 
d. Urban communities 

10. What is the role of the Georgia Farm Bureau in relation to the agricultural system? 
a. To compete with farmers 
b. To ensure food, fuel, and fiber supplies are safe and sustainable 
c. To regulate prices 
d. To promote non-agricultural industries 
  


Video Questions
Georgia Farm Bureau Unites County Leaders to Strengthen Agricultural Advocacy:  https://www.youtube.com/embed/34cPwshji-I  (3 minutes)

Video Comprehension Questions

Answer Key:
1. b (0:05) 
2. b (0:21) 
3. b (0:39) 
4. b (1:10) 
5. b (1:25) 
6. b (1:58) 
7. b (2:11) 
8. b (2:27) 
9. c (2:42) 
10. b (3:00) 



Rubric for Agricultural Advocacy Video Assignment
	Criteria
	5 - Excellent
	4 - Good
	3 - Satisfactory
	2 - Needs Improvement
	1 - Unsatisfactory

	Content Accuracy & Relevance
	Video thoroughly addresses the prompt with accurate, detailed, and insightful information about agriculture, farming, food security, and rural communities.
	Video addresses the prompt with mostly accurate and relevant information but lacks some detail or insight.
	Video addresses the prompt with some relevant information but includes minor inaccuracies or lacks depth.
	Video partially addresses the prompt but contains significant inaccuracies or irrelevant information.
	Video does not address the prompt or information is largely inaccurate or off-topic.

	Advocacy & Persuasiveness
	Strong, clear advocacy for the future of agriculture, using compelling arguments and examples that engage the audience.
	Clear advocacy with good arguments and examples; mostly persuasive.
	Some advocacy present, but arguments are weak or not well supported.
	Minimal advocacy present; arguments are unclear or unconvincing.
	No clear advocacy or persuasive elements present.

	Team Participation
	All team members actively participate equally in the video with clear, audible contributions.
	Most team members participate with audible contributions; minor imbalance.
	Team participation is uneven; some team members have limited or unclear contributions.
	Few team members participate; some parts are inaudible or unclear.
	Only one or no team members participate audibly in the video.

	Video Quality & Creativity
	Video is professionally presented with excellent visuals, sound quality, and creative elements that enhance the message.
	Video is well presented with good visuals and sound; some creative elements included.
	Video quality and creativity are adequate but may be simple or have minor technical issues.
	Video has noticeable technical issues or lacks creativity.
	Video quality is poor with major technical problems; no creativity shown.

	Time & Format Compliance
	Video length is between 2-3 minutes; follows all format requirements including team participation and prompt focus.
	Video length is slightly outside the 2-3 minute range; mostly follows format requirements.
	Video length somewhat outside the 2-3 minute range; some format requirements missing.
	Video length is far outside the required time; many format requirements not met.
	Video does not meet time or format requirements at all.
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