Student Name: __________________	Class: ___________________
Agricultural Advocacy: Understanding the Importance of Farmers’ Voices
Read Article: 
Individuals key to ag advocacy: Growers must ensure their seat at the table
https://fruitgrowersnews.com/article/ag-advocacy/

Agricultural advocacy means speaking up for farmers and ensuring their needs are considered in decisions about food and farming. Right now, American agriculture faces many challenges, such as rising costs, unpredictable markets, and natural disasters. Organizations like the Georgia Farm Bureau and other grower groups work hard to make sure farmers' concerns are heard by local, state, and federal leaders. Advocacy helps farmers get support during tough times, like hurricanes, and helps shape laws about things like labor, disaster aid, and farm markets. Even when farmers can't always be present, having strong representatives ensures their voices count. Being informed, involved, and united helps protect our nation’s food supply and supports the people who grow our food.

Fill in the Blank: Fill in the blank with the correct words.
1. Agricultural _____________ helps ensure that farmers’ voices are heard by leaders who make decisions about food and farming.
1. When farmers face problems like natural _____________, advocacy groups help them get support.
1. The Georgia _____________ Bureau is one organization that works to promote and protect farmers’ interests.
1. Being _____________ means taking part in discussions and decisions that affect farming.
1. Advocacy efforts can help with issues such as labor, disaster aid, and _____________ regulations.
Word Bank: disaster, involved, Bureau, advocacy, market
Multiple Choice Questions: Choose the correct answer from the choices for each question.
1. What is one main reason agricultural advocacy is important? a) To raise food prices
b) To make sure farmers’ needs are heard by leaders
c) To limit farming to certain states
d) To ban fruit and vegetable production


1. Which organization is mentioned as supporting fruit and vegetable growers? a) National Weather Service
b) Georgia Farm Bureau
c) World Health Organization
d) Environmental Protection Agency
1. What is a challenge that farmers have recently faced? a) Too many sunny days
b) Low food demand
c) Natural disasters
d) Excess water supply
1. Advocacy begins at the _____________ level and grows to impact state and federal policies. a) global
b) county
c) school
d) federal
1. What should fruit and vegetable producers do to support advocacy? a) Stay home
b) Be informed and engaged
c) Avoid discussions
d) Only grow apples
Open-Ended Questions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences.
1. Why is it important for farmers to have a “seat at the table” when decisions are made about agriculture?


1. Describe one way that advocacy groups help farmers during natural disasters.



1. What are two issues that agricultural advocacy groups might focus on in 2025?
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Agricultural Advocacy: Understanding the Importance of Farmers’ Voices
ANSWER KEY (Teachers: Please review all answers, especially if you modify the worksheet.)
Fill in the Blank Answers:
1. Agricultural advocacy helps ensure that farmers’ voices are heard by leaders who make decisions about food and farming.
2. When farmers face problems like natural disasters, advocacy groups help them get support.
3. The Georgia Bureau is one organization that works to promote and protect farmers’ interests.
4. Being involved means taking part in discussions and decisions that affect farming.
5. Advocacy efforts can help with issues such as labor, disaster aid, and market regulations.
Word Bank: disaster, involved, Bureau, advocacy, market
Multiple Choice Answers:
6. b) To make sure farmers’ needs are heard by leaders
7. b) Georgia Farm Bureau
8. c) Natural disasters
9. b) county
10. b) Be informed and engaged
Open-Ended Example Answers:
11. It is important for farmers to have a “seat at the table” so that their needs and opinions are considered when laws and policies about agriculture are made.
12. Advocacy groups help farmers during natural disasters by working with the government to provide support, raise funds for relief, and make sure help arrives quickly.
13. Two issues that agricultural advocacy groups might focus on in 2025 are labor (finding enough workers for farms) and disaster and economic assistance for farmers.
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